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ways. Thus, it appears that electronic compendiums
of sources will continue to be an important teaching
tool. But as a fundamental reader for neophytes,
the second edition of Historic Preservation seems
indispensable.
Amply footnoted, indexed, and well illustrated
with black-and-white-photographs and line drawings,
the book is organized into chapters representing
the predictable themes currently encompassed
by the field of preservation in the United States:
the history of the movement and its organization;
prevailing
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Nevertheless, the authors of Historic Preservation
and the book’s editorial advisors accomplish what no
others have to date. This is the intellectually accessible
basic textbook—that Preservation 101 we all have
been seeking. It is useful as a basic reader in the
undergraduate classroom, serves as a quick reference
for graduate students whose education demands more
sophisticated reading, and provides information for
professionals in foreign countries on how preservation
is practiced in the United States. It can also be dipped
into as needed by preservation volunteers who, after
all, form the backbone of American preservation on a
community level.
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s it possible for one author to summarize the
background, development, scope, and philosophy
behind

America’s

preservation

movement

in

language both intelligent and accessible in fewer than
two hundred pages? It certainly is. William Murtagh’s
third edition of Keeping Time:The History and Theory
of Preservation in America continues to prove that
preservationists can speak plainly to the average
American in effective but concise terms.
Prior to the original publication of Keeping Time
in 1997, the preservation community had few options
for a general volume on the subject. Preservation
texts often had to be supplemented by other readings
in order to give students a complete picture, and
most of these volumes were far too esoteric for the
average reader. Keeping Time’s publication paved
the way for other authors, who have since presented
different solutions to the need for a comprehensive
text on the American preservation movement.
Despite this, Keeping Time remains a classic, thanks
largely to Murtagh’s easy-to-follow prose and strong
organization.
Few people are as qualified as Mr. Murtagh to
pull together the various points of view that make
up modern historic preservation. After Congress
passed the National Historic Preservation Act in 1966,
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